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Mr.  Charles  R.  Shobe, 
Director,  Program  Development, 
Athabasca  University, 
U515  -  122  Avenue, 
Edmonton,  Alta.  T$L  z% 

Tour  letter  of  22  Dec  7$. 

Thank  you  for  your  letter  of  22  Dec  77  detailing  your  response  to 
my  proposal  for  curriculum  accommodation  for  the  subject  of  Technocracy. 
It  is  noted  that  you  will  include  it  in  nossible  future  inter-disciplinary 
courses.  VJe  will  pleased  to  coojxsrate  in  any  way  possible. 

May  I  be  permitted  to  ofi'er  a  correction  in  thw  classification  you 
assign  to  this  subject.   It  is  not  a  philosophy,  in  the  accepted  meaning 
of  that  word.   It  was  not  philosophically  conceived  and  is  not  guided  in 
any  sense  by  the  subjective  considerations  of  t>  pre -conceived  'philosophy1. 

Technocracy  is  an  operating  technique  for  a  high-energy  industrial 
society  -  one  in  which  an  abundance  of  goods  i*  produced,  with  a  limited 
and  decreasing  participation  by  human  labor.  The  means  of  production  is 
extraneous  energy.  It  is  also  the  measure  of  production.  There  is  no 
other  such  measure.  It  also  provides  the  rne^aure  and  control  of  purchas- 
ing power  for  consumables  of  individual  choice,  by  the  use  of  the  Energy 
Certificate. 

This  arrangement  is  not  in  the  nature  of  an  objective  of  Tectinocracy; 
it  is  simply  the  recognition  of  the  consequences  of  converting  evexj^-larger 
amounts  of  extraneous  energy  to  the  operation  of  a  continontal-sizad  economy. 
A  Price  3/stem  based  on  exchange  values  and  human  laPor  cannot  survive  in 
such  a  situation.  A  metrical  system  for  controlling  supply  and  demand  is 
required.  'Balancing'  would  be  a  better  ^oifLthan   'controlling'. 

The  transition  from  scarcity  to  abundance,  from  value  to  measurement, 
will  be  an  historic  event  of  the  greatest  magnitude.  This  transition  is 
now  in  process,  we  think,  in  North  America.  The  cultural  consequences  are 
almost  beyond  comprehension.  let  it  is  trie  logical  consequence  of  relent- 
lessly advancing  scienoe  and  technology. 

An  aopreciation  of  historical  processes  usually  occurs  well  after  the 
events  themselves,  which  are  often  submerged  from  immediate  view  by  the  ac- 
companying turmoil  and  chaos  of  conflicting  forces.  The  social  change  which 
is  here  oomtemplated  is  too  vital,  too  critical  for  survival  to  allow  it  to 
develon  by  accident,  even  if  it  could.  It  must  be  predicted,  preplanned 
and  prepared.  Tour  help  in  this  endeavor  would  be  'priceless'. 

Tours  truly, 
N.  END  OF  THE  HUB        Walt  Fryers. 
U  Of  A  CAMPUS 
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14515-122  Avenue 
Edmonton.  Alberta 
Canada     T5L  2W4 
(403)  452  9990 


Athabasca  University 

December  22,   1977 

Mr.   Walter  R.    Fryers 
Technocracy,   Inc. 
9203-112  St. 
Edmonton,  Alberta. 
T6G  2C5. 

Dear  Mr.    Fryer: 

I  have  completed  a  review  of  the  materials  on  Technocracy 
that  you  sent  to  me  some  time  ago  and  regret  that  we  are  unable 
to  consider  incorporating  them  into  our  curriculum  at  this  time. 

At  the  moment,  we  are  concentrating  our  efforts  on  establish- 
ing a  curriculum  base  which  will  allow  for  future  flexibility  in 
our  offerings  and  we  are  somewhat  constrained  by  traditional 
considerations  in  that  respect.   As  well,  we  might  find  ourselves 
in  something  of  a  dilemna  if  we  began  to  develop  courses  which 
addressed  specific  socio-political  philosophies.   To  present  one 
would  require  us  to  address  as  many  as  possible  in  order  to  retain 
our  objectivity  and  our  development  activities  (and  funds)  suggest 
other  priorities  at  this  time. 

Thank  you  for  your  interest  in  Athabasca  University.   I  am 
certain  that  in  interdisciplinary  courses  that  we  develop  in  the 
future  in  the  areas  of  political  science  and  social  economies  the 
Technocracy  movement  will  be  referred  to  along  with  other  relevant 
political  and  social  philosophies. 

Sincerely, 


Charles  R.  Shobe 

Director,  Program  Development, 
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R.  D.  11353 

TECHNOCRACY  INC., 

EDMONTON  ALTA. 


3  August,  1977 

Dr.  Charles  Shobe, 

Director  of  Program  Development, 

Athabasca  University, 

14515  -  122  Ave., 

Edmonton,  Alta. 

T5L  2W4 

Dear  Dr.  Shobe: 

In  a  telephone  conversation  with  Mr.  Nedza  this  date 
I  made  a  prooosal  for  a  curriculum  item  for  consideration 
by  Athabadca  University,  specifically  a  presentation  of 
the  proposals  of  Technocracy  for  the  social  organization 
of  a  high-energy  society, 

Mr.  Nedza  recommended  that  I  submit  my  suggestion, 
supported  with  explanatory  material,  to  you,  for  considera- 
tion upon  your  return  from  vacation.  I  enclose  a  selection 
of  literature  on  the  subject. 

Curriculum  attention  is  being  given  to  this  subject 
in  some  parts  of  the  continent  in  both  Canada  and  the  U.S., 
in  both  secondary  and  aavanced  institutions.  Recognition 
of  the  significance  of  energy  as  a  basic  determinant  of 
social  organization  is  not  yet  general,  although  develop- 
ments are  moving  rapidly  in  this  direction.  The  end  result, 
we  submit,  points  to  a  Technocracy, 

These  times,  you  must  surely  agree,  call  lor  new  de- 
partures and  new  concepts  in  keeping  with  the  technological 
age  in  which  we  live.  Technocracy  is  unique  in  offering 
just  that:  the  apolication  of  science  to  society, 

I  would  welcome  an  opportunity  to  discuss  this  sug- 
gestion further  with  you  at  your  convenience.  I  will  be  on 
vacation  for  part  of  August.  Otherwise  I  may  be  reached  at 
my  home  at  11515  -  39  Ave.,  Edmonton;  T6J  0M5,  telephone 
434  4496.  °ur  office,  in  the  HUB  Mall,  University  of  Alberta, 
is  not  regularly  staffed  as  yet.   (The  phone  number  is  432  0344) 

Tours  truly, 


Walter  R.  Fryers. 
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